














Fundamental Properties 
(basic properties of the primitive planet itself)

Positional Properties
(relative to star or other things in space)

Resultant Properties
(due to combined factors + time)

Planetary Conditions for Life









Building Blocks 
of Life

• Four classes of organic molecules are 
most important to life:
– Carbohydrates  (e.g., sugars, starch,

cellulose)
– Lipids  (e.g., fats, oils)
– Proteins  (e.g., meat, tofu) 
– Nucleic acids  (e.g., RNA, DNA)





Phospholipids make a bi-layer membrane
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This membrane can form a
phospholipid “bag,” or 
micelle.
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